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REJOICE WITH TREMBLING, 


15 chooling theſe words for the ſubject of guy 

- preſent meditations, I do not mean, you, may 
be ſure,” to damp the heart- felt joy which our 
late national ſucceſſes have ſo juſtly occaſioned; 
I wiſh only to check every unbecoming expreſ- 
ſion of it, and turn it into it's proper channel. 
And this is what the words of our text expreſsly 
enjoin, upon every occaſion to which they ban 


be openly applied. 1 451413 


as and fear, of which — ü cho ef. 
8a may be thought inconſiſtent with one an- 
N and when carried to a high degree; they 


on B certainly 


\ 
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certainly are. Extreme joy, and extreme fear, 
are deſtructive of each other; our buſineſs is to 
reſtrain them within thoſe bounds which our 
real condition preſcribes, and ſo as that they may 
prove a ſeaſonable check upon one another: and 
when thus moderated, the two paſſions are, ſurely, 
very capable-of being exerciſed together. Con- 
trary as their influence may appear, we find them 
united in Scripture, and in common life. Thus 
we are told, (Matt.-xxvut,-8:)--that the two 
women who firſt received the aſſurance of our 
Saviour's reſurrection, «© did run from the ſe- 
« pulchre, with fear and great joy, to bring the 
« diſciples word.” And nothing is more com- 
mon in our own experience than, at the ſame 
time, to rejoice on account of ſome appear- 
ances in our ſtate and circumſtances, whilſt we 
are fearful and anxious on account of others. 
This is the temper we are exhorted to cheriſh 
in the text; nor can any _ be more reaſon- 
able. 


An exceſſive and intemperate joy, that ex- 
cludes caution and thoughtfulneſs, and begets 
pride and ſelf-confidence, ſloth and ſecurity, ſuits 
no condition of human life. Be our external 
circumſtances ever ſo proſperous and promiſing, 
who can ſay how ſoon they may ſuffer a melan- 
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choly reverſe? Or who can enumerate the evils 
to which, from different quarters, we he conti- 
nually expoſed? To caſt off at any time, all 
apprehenſion of danger, in ſuch a world as ours, 
would, to fay the leaſt, diſcover a groſs igno- 
rance of our real condition, and many ways 
contribute to involve us in calamities which 
might eaſily have been avoided. In the beſt 
and moſt ſecure ſtate to which we can be raiſed 
in this life, we are ſtill dependent upon Provi- 
dence for our continued ſafety and comfort; and 
to forget this, and act as if we were fully ca- 
pable of providing for ourſelves, may juſtly 
provoke him, our only ſure guardian and friend, 
to withdraw his gracious protection; the conſe- 
quence of which muſt be hopeleſs ruin. Whilſt 
we therefore contemplate with gladneſs and 
thankſgiving, the many valuable bleſſings we 
have received at his hands, it becomes us ſtill, 
not to be high-minded, but fear ; or, in the words 
of our text, to rejoice with trembling.” 


This advice is addreſſed to the great princes 
and potentates of the earth; and they are here 
directed how they ſhould behave towards a far 


more glorious Perſonage than themſelves, even 
him whom God hath ſet upon his holy hill of 


Lion—the promiſed Meſfiah of the Jews, and 
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the appointed Saviour of the world, *“ who bears 
« upon his veſture and his thigh, (to adopt 
the language of an Inſpired Apoſtle) the exalted 
title off King of kings, and Lord of lords.“ 
The whole paſſage ſtands thus: “Be wiſe now, 
** therefore, oh ye kings, and be inſtructed, ye 
* judges of the earth; ſerve the Lord with fear, 
and rejoice with trembling ; kiſs the Son, leſt 
* he be angry, and ye periſh from the way, 
« when his wrath is kindled but a little: bleſſed 
* are all they that put their truſt in him.“ And 
happy, indeed, would it be for the great rulers 
of the earth, did they take the advice here given 
chem, and bow with fervent gratitude, and 
humble reverence to him, whom the Father hath 
conſtituted Head over all things for the good 
of the Church. And happy would it be for 
fubjects of every rank and- deſcription, if they 
bad always ſuch W- Pag in their A to 
cop. > | 


But Nai the words before us are imme- 
diately addreſſed to one particular claſs and de- 
ſcription of men, and upon a fubje&: of the 
higheſt poſſible concern, they are capable of a 
more general application; and may be very 
properly addreſſed to perſons of all ranks and 


* and upon every occaſion, where our Joy | 
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is in danger of betraying us into a blind and 
groundleſs ſelf-confidence—a forgetfulneſs of 
our dependance upon God, and an inattention 
to the dangers which ſurround us. The moſt 
proſperous and ſecure ſtate to which we can be 
raiſed, in this lite of trial and uncertainty, leaves 
abundant room ſtill, for the exerciſe of care and 
thoughtfulneſs, of fearful apprehenſion, and 
fervent prayer to God, in whom alone our ſafety 
can at any time be found. | 


And the ſame temper which becomes private 
perſons, , when Providence makes their way 
proſperous, Nations will certainly find it their 
wiſdom to cheriſh, ' whatever ſucceſs the Al- 
mighty Governor of the world may fee, fit to 
grant them. I am fure the very ſignal. interpoſi- 
tions of Divine Providence, which we are called 
upon this day devoutly to acknowledge, im- 
portant as they are in themſelves, and likely 
to' be in their conſequences, lay no foundation 
for preſumption, and vain-glory. We are ſtill 
as dependant upon God for the continued en- 
joyment of our civil and ſacred privileges, and 
ſhould look up to him as earneſtly for his guid- 
ance and protection now, as be fore. And I 
may add, we are ſtill in circumſtances of danger 
and uncertainty, which may well excite, though 
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not our deſpondency, yet our anxious concern, 
Rejoice we may, with good reaſon, upon a 
ſerious review of the great things which God 
hath done for us, both in former times, and in 
our own; but let our joy be humble and tem- 
perate, accompanied with a reverential ſenſe of 
our dependance upon Providence—a dread of 
incurring its frowns—and a fearful apprehenſion 
of the many calamities which our ſins have me- 
rited, and to which they ſtill render us ob- 
noxious, It will be the buſineſs of the preſent 
diſcourſe, to ſhew that we have great reaſon for 
the exerciſe of theſe different tempers. 


Firſt, That we have abundant occaſion, as 
a nation, for rejoicing, cannot be doubted ; 


and not only on this day, and upon the parti- 


cular occaſion which has now called us to- 
gether, but upon all other days, and on account 
of a multitude of intereſting events, which 
thoſe who are at all acquainted with our hif- 


tory and privileges, will find no Pony in 


ng, 


For myſelf, I freely acknowledge, I have 
never heard of a country, in any part of the 


world, 'which I would prefer to my own. And 
I verily believe there are few who have left it, 


(except 
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(except for their crimes and follies) who would 
not think with delight of returning to it again. 
Particular perſons, and particular claſſes of men, 
may complain of the difficulties they ſuffer, and 
I will not ſay they are altogether groundleſs ; 
but in what part of the globe, I would aſk, will 
they meet with a country, where, at this day, the 
ſober and diligent are likely to enjoy more, or 
ſuffer leſs? In what nation upon earth is juſtice 
more equally adminiſtered, or life and property, 
and the rights of conſcience, held upon a more 
ſecure tenure ? Where are the induſtrious poor 
more liberally ſupplied, by the hand of charity, 
in times of ſickneſs and calamity, or furniſhed 
with better means of ſubſiſtence in ſeaſons of 
health and vigour? Eſpecially, among what 
people are the means of religious inſtruction en- 
joyed in greater plenty, or more generally dif- 
fuſed through every claſs of ſociety? And where 
upon Earth, can thoſe who wiſh to fecure an 
intereſt in Heaven, enjoy ſuperiour advantages, 
if they are truly ſolicitous to ſeek and improve 
them? In all countries, and in every rank of 
life, particular perſons may ſuffer, from the 
unrighteous conduct of ſome, and the ill founded 
cenſure of others; but where are the truly wiſe 
and good, generally, held in higher reſpect, or 
likely to ſecure a firmer confidence? Com- 
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plaints there are, and always will be, under 
every government upon earth ; and intereſted 
men, Who wiſn for changes, will multiply their 
number, and magnify their importance; but 


amidſt all the complaints, whether real or ima- 
ginary, which have been of late ſo induſtriouſſy 
propagated among us, Britain ſtill continues the 
envy of it's enemies, and is looked up to with 
reſpect and confidence by it's friends. With a 
generous feeling, ſhe opens her arms wide, and 


_ affords a ſecure aſylum, in this day of general 


calamity, to the endangered and oppreſſed” of 
other countries around her. And here, among 
ſtrangers, they find, whilſt they behave as good 
ſubjects, a ſecure retreat from the cruel enmity 
and perſecution of their own countrymen. And 
whilſt the miſeries of ' oppreſſion and war have 
deſolated ſo many other parts of Europe, 
and extended their deſtructive influence to the 
borders of the Britiſhs empire itſelf, here they 
dwell together in the enjoyment of a liberty, 
civil and religious, which they can find no 


where elſe in the neighbouring nations. Happy 


Britain, under all the calamities which the preſent 
miſchievous ''contention has occaſioned! Oh 
that chou wouldſt know, in this thy day, the 
ner s to uy 8 And may the 
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mercies unite with the judgments of the Al- 
mighty, to lead thee to repentance ! 


It would be a and unjuſt in a 2 of 
national thankſgiving, not to recal the national 
bleſſings now mentioned to our remembrance. 
The recollection of them, muſt convince us of 
our. unſpeakable obligations to the good Provi- 
dence of God, which has happily diſtinguiſhed 
us from ſo many others. And it will alſo ſerve 
to alle viate the painful feelings of which we are 
conſcious under the ſore judgments which he 
has inflicted upon the nations of the earth, and 
in which we ourſelves have grievouſly ſuffered. 


But it would be departing from the immediate 
object of the preſent aſſembly, not to remark, 
in particular, the many ſignal mercies with 
which the judgments we lament have been ac- 
companied, and more eſpecially, thoſe ſcaſonable 
interpoſitions of Divine Providence in our fa- 
vour, for which we are this day called upon to 
expreſs our devout thankſgiving. 


A J 
To whom, and to what principles, the coſtly 


and deſolating war in which we are engaged, is to 
be aſcribed; whether it might have beenavoided; 
—or, what meaſures, and whether any could have 
been taken to bring it to a ſpeedier iſſue, are po- 


litical 
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1 
tical queſtions into which I ſhall not enter. I 
wiſh to raiſe no paſſions now, or at any other time, 
when I ſtand in this place, but what are directed 
to God—will ſerve to animate us in the duties of 
this life, and prepare us for the ſalvation of the 
next. | 


Engaged however as we are, with ambitious 
and powerful enemies, who have declared their 
purpoſe not only to humble but extirpate us, 
and at a time therefore when every thing dear to 
us, as Men, as Chriſtians, and as Britons, lies at 
flake, it ſurely' becomes us carefully to obſerve, 
with thankful hearts, and joyfully ro celebrate 
thoſe ſignal interpoſitions of Divine Providence, 
which have ſerved to obſtruct and diſappoint 
their wiſhes. Expenſive and injurious as the 
preſent widely extended war hath proved, to 
every party engaged in it, and much as we have 
ſhared in it's miſchievous effects, no nation, I be- 
lie ve, bath hitherto ſuffered leſs than ourſelves : 
and many things have occurred in the progreſs 
of it, which lay a foundation for our peculiar 
_ thankſgiving. 


And here it ought to be particularly re- 
marked, that whilſt the flames of war have 


raged, with ſo deſtructive a fury in other coun- 
e | | : tries, 


[ nm ] 

tries, and whilſt internal commotions and jealou- 
ſies have endangered the ſmall remains of com- 
fort and ſecurity which the hand of a foreign 
enemy had ſpared have burſt aſunder the deareſt 
bonds of ſociety—carried terror, famine, and 
death among all ranks and orders of people ; 
and levelled the cottages of the poor as well as 
the palaces of the rich in the duſt. —Whilſt, I 
ſay, ſuch ſcenes of deep diſtreſs have paſſed in 
other countries around us, and in one intimately 
connected with our own, we, my brethren, have 
fat ſecurely under our own vines and fig trees, 
eating the fruit thereof, none daring to make us 


afraid. 


Nor ſhould it be forgotten, as a farther reaſon 
for our thankfulneſs and joy, that the very threats 
of our enemies, to bring home to our own dwel- 
lings, the miſeries which they have inflicted upon 
others, and ſuffered themſelves ; as well as their 
inſidious attempts to ſow and cheriſh the ſceds of 
diſſention among us, have not only been happily. 
blaſted, but have ſerved to unite us more firmly 
together, and put us upon our guard againſt their 
treacherous machinations, | 


In this connection, I cannot help obſerving, 
as what ſhould farther enliven our devout thankſ- 


givings, 
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givings, that the miſchie vous attempts of a ſew 
artful and deſigning men, to ſpread diſorder and 
diſaffection through our fleets and navy, which 
have ſo often proved, under Providence, the 
great bulwark of our land, were ſo ſoon, and 
ſo completely fruſtrated : and I doubt not but 
the honeſt reſentment which the remembrance 
of theſe attempts occaſioned, and the worthy 
ambition of doing away every appearance of 
diſhonour from ſo brave, ſo generous and unſuſ- 
pecting a part of the community, contributed 
not a little to inflame their courage in the day of 
conteſt; and thus, what once wore a formidable 
aſpect, has proved a mean, under Providence, of 
obtaining thoſe illuſtrious Victories which we are 
this day called to celebrate Victories the moſt 


ſeaſonable, perhaps, and the moſt complete, of 
any that are recorded in the Britiſh hiſtory, 


I ſhall not now enter into a particular enume- 
ration of them; they are freſh in all your 
memories. Nor ſhall I enlarge upon their value 
and importance; to evince this, we need only 
conſider the intereſting conſequenees they have 


already produced, and the hopes they afford us 
that the preſent conteſt may be carried on with 


greater ſecurity and ſucceſs, whilſt it is continued, 
and brought to a ſpeedier and happier iſſue. I 


cven 
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even tremble to think what muſt have been the 
miſchievous effects upon our ſecurity at home, 
and our neareſt and moſt valuable connections 
abroad, had our victories been turned into de- 
feats. | xr | 


I would lead you, particularly, to conſider, the 
obligations we owe to that kind Providence 
which has thus ſeaſonably interpoſed for our 
ſafety. Nothing, in my opinion, could wear 
a more formidable appearance than the ſtate of 
our public affairs, before theſe great events took 
place. And how ſudden, and, may I not fay, 
how unexpected is the happy change they have 
occaſioned in our proſpects ! Deſerted by every 
ally—labouring under a load of taxes difficult 
to bear—threatened with the invaſion of a po- 
tent, an implacable, and victorious enemy; and 
not free from a much to be lamented diſunion 
among ourſelves, to whom could we look but 
unto God? And to whom, but to him, ſhould 
ve thankfully aſcribe the intereſting change 
which has taken place in our condition, and 
that ſongs of praile are now put into our lips? 
Much we owe to thoſe gallant Heroes of their 
country, who have ſo nobly hazarded their lives, 
and with ſuch diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs, in it's de- 
fence, And thankful, indeed, ſhould I be, were 
| 9 IT 
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it in my power to aſſiſt them in obtaining a crown 
of glory more brilliant, and more durable far, 
in a better world, than any -mortal can hope 
to enjoy in the preſent. But much as we all 
owe them, our chief and our ultimate praiſe is 
due to God, whoſe inſtruments they were ; and 
who bleſſed their hazardous endeavours with 
ſuch ſignal ſucceſs. 


The flames of war, indeed, are not yet ex- 
tinguiſhed; they ſeem rather to be extending 
their deſtructive influence. And in this melan- 
choly proſpect every humane and ſympathizing 
heart will deeply mourn. But whilſt we lament 
over the grievous ſufferings which till threaten 
the nations of the earth, from which we cannot 
expect ourſelves to be exempted ; and whilſt we 
pray earneſtly that they may be brought to a 
ſpeedy period; let us not fail to preſent our 
devout thankſgivings to that merciful Being, 
who, under all our unworthineſs, has ſo ſeaſon- 
ably interpoſed, to ward off the moſt diſtreſſing 
national calamity that could befall us—the in- 


| vaſion of irritated and powerful enemies who 


had vowed our ruin, and which doubtleſs they 
would have attempted to accompliſh, had our 
victories been theirs. And who, that loves him- 
ſelf, his family, or his country, and conſiders 
| . ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly the complicated diſorder and miiery 
which the very attempt would have occaſioned, 
does not feel his heart enlarged in gratitude to 


that good Providence which has put it out of 
their power. 


I am ſenſible we have many other mercies 
to acknowledge beſides thoſe which have been 
already mentioned; and a devout worſhipper 
will not fail to recollect them with fervent 
thankſgiving upon the preſent occaſion. Among 
theſe, we cannot omit to remark, that though 
ſome branches of home manufacture may have 
ſuffered, our commerce with foreign countries 
has been carried to an extent which it had ſcarce 
ever reached in any former period. The reduc- 
tion which has taken place in the price of pro- 
viſions, in conſequence of the favourable ſeaſons 
which the great Lord of nature has granted us 
—the ſupport of public creait, under all the 
hazards to which it has been expoſed—and the 
preſervation of our civil peace, from thoſe in- 
teſtine diſorders and commotions which have 
proved ſo deſtructive to countries near ourſelves, 
theſe are bleſſings for which, in our perilous cir- 
cumſtances, we cannot be ſufficiently thankful ; 
had any one of them been long withheld, and eſ- 
pecially had we been ſtruggling under the want of 

them 
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them all, at the time when our national proſpects 
were moſt alarming, it is diſtreſſing to think of 
che danger and confuſion in which we ſhould 
have found ourſelves involved. 


True indeed, all claſſes of people feel the 


ve ight of expenſe which this calamitous war has 


occaſioned ; and many perſons and families have 
ſuffered grievouſly under the loſs of their deareſt 
earthly connections and friends. But who would 
have imagined, before the trial had been made, 
that the nation at large could have borne ſo 
heavy a burden, vithout feeling itſelf more 
deeply depreſſed by it's weight? Or who, that, 
but a few months ago, looked forward to the 
preſent day, could have reaſonably expected that 
the dark cloud which then hung around us, 
would now have worn ſo much more promiſing 
an aſpect? Surely we muſt ſay, “the Lord 
* 'hath done great things for us; whereof we are 
„ glad; therefore will we come into his houſe 
e with thankſgiving, and into his courts with 
*/praiſe ; we will call upon the Lord, and bleſs 
« his name, and ſhew forth his falvation from 
4 day to day.? 


But whilſt, in the contemplation of theſe 
things, we cheriſh and expreſs the feelings 'ot 


gratitude 
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gratitude and joy; let not the ſignal interpo- 
ſitions of Providence in our favour, which 
ſhould enliven our faith in God, as our only 
ſure and almighty refuge, render us thoughtleſs 
and felf-confident, and feed our pride and vain- 
glory. To guard us againſt a temper which 
would betray ſo vile an abuſe of his great good- 
neſs, and prove ſo injurious to our own intereſt, 
I proceed, 


Secandly, To mention ſome conſiderations 
which ſhould awaken our fearful apprehenſions, 
and animate our prayers to God for his conti- 
nued protection and bleſſing. And here, 


iſt. Let it be remembered, that the flames 
of war are ſtill raging, and likely to extend far 
and wide their deſtructive influence; nor can 
the ſhrewdeſt politician upon earth ſay where 
the evils they muſt occaſion will fall, or when 
and how they will end. | 


This conſideration will excite anxious thoughts 
and pungent ſorrow in every humane and Chriſ- 
tian breaſt, Many orphans and widows, it is 
probable, are ſtill to be added to the number of 
thoſe who are already lamenting the loſs of their 
beloved parents and deareſt friends. Many 
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peaceful habitations are yet to be broken up, 
and many fields deeply ſtained with human 
blood. - I may add, God only knows how nearly 
we ourſelves may be intereſted in theſe diſtreſſing 
ſcenes. Or, if we, my brethren, ſhould eſcape, 
as I truſt we ſhall, the cruel gripe of a foreign 
enemy, and the accumulated diſtreſs of civil 
commotions, under which other countries are 
now groaning ; yet who can ſay how ſoon we 
may be brought under the diſcipline of unfruitful 
and unhealthful times and ſeaſons. Or why 
may not the like fearful ' diſeaſes, with thoſe 
which have made ſuch diſtreſſing havock among 
a people, once intimately connected with our- 
ſelves, receive their commiſſion to enter and 
ſpread terror and death through our land. Hi- 
therto we have lived ſecurely, neither has any 
plague come near our dwellings. The flames 
of war and civil contention, though almoſt within 


our fight, have not yet reached our peaceful 


habitations ; nor have the ſad ravages of an in- 
fectious and mortal diſeaſe, depopulated our 


cities, interrupted our commerce, and crouded 


our graves. But what plea can we urge, why 
theſe evils ſhould not be inflicted upon us, which 
thoſe who: have ſuffered under them might not 
have adopted? Whilſt we, therefore, lament 


"rhe calamities of others, let us be | ſeriouſly 


thoughtful 
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thoughtful for ourſelves, and not vainly confi- 
dent of our own ſecurity. The great Ruler 
among the nations of the earth, who puts down 
one and exalts another, as their ſeveral characters 
and the purpoſes of his moral government re- 
quire, may ſee good reaſon for placing us under 
the diſcipline of afflictions, which we think our- 
ſelves in little danger of enduring. And 


2. When we conſider ſeriouſly our national 
offences againſt him, we ſhall ſee great reaſon 
to ſtand in awe of his judgments. 


© Had his providence been more devoutly ac- 
knowledged in the diſpoſal of our affairs, and 
the many evils we have ſuffered been better 
improved; were his ſabbaths and ordinances 
more carefully obſerved ; and did a ſpirit of 
repentance, reformation, and prayer, more ge- 
nerally prevail among different ranks and orders 
of people through the land; I ſhould then en- 
tertain a ſanguine hope, that the calamities we 
lament, were drawing to a period. But whilſt 
vice and impiety {till continue to triumph among 
us, and ſcepticiſm, and infidelity, and cuſtoms 
and practices, which betray an avowed neglect of 
God and religion, are not only eagerly adopted 
by the young, the gay, and the thoughtleſs, but 
C 2 | 
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meet with the countenance and patronage of the 
great, the aged, and the man of genius and 
underſtanding ; when ſuch a ſtate of things pre- 
vails, and all the methods which it pleaſes God 
to employ, both by his judgments and mercies, 
to promote a better temper, fail of anſwering 
their defirable purpoſe, who does not ſee reaſon 
to fear, leſt he ſhould, in juſt diſpleaſure, ſay 
concerning us, as he ſaid by the prophet Iſaiah, 
concerning lirael, (ch. Ixv. ver. 12.) © Becauſe 
« when J called ye did not anſwer; when I ſpake, 
** did not — but did evil before mine 
« eyes, and did chooſe that wherein I delighted 
« not: therefore, thus faith the Lord God, Be- 
« hold, my ſervants ſhall rejoice, but ye ſhall 
« be aſhamed; behold, my ſervants ſhall ſing 
for joy of heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſorrow 
© of heart, and ſhall how] for vexation of 
t ſpirit.” And wo be to any people, when 
God, in righteous diſpleaſure, enters thus into 
controverſy with them! I will only add under 
this head, 


A 


3. The extraordinary times in which Provi- 
dence has caſt our lot, and the ſudden and un- 
expected changes which are continually taking 
place in the world, furniſh a farther ground for 
our ſerious and Wariul concern, 


| There 
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There never was a time within the memory 
of the oldeſt in this aſſembly, and there are 
few periods, I believe, in the hiſtory of man- 
kind, when the hand of Providence was held up 
higher, and more conſpicuouſly to the view of 
the world. The revolutions which have lately 
been produced among the nations of Europe, 
are ſo great and unexpected, and human policy 
hath found itielf ſo often diſappointed and con- 
founded, amidſt the unforeſeen events that have 
preceded and accompanied them; the turn of 
public affairs, in ſome ſtriking inſtances, hath 
ſo directly contradied what might have been 
thought moſt probable, and that which was 
leaſt likely hath fo ſurpriſingly taken place, that 
cannot help conſidering the righteous Gover- 
nor of the world, “ as coming forth from his 
« place, and with more than uſual diſplays of his 
power and glory, that he might draw the eyes of 
the nations towards him. He appears to me by 
his conduct to ſay, “ will now take unto me 
« my great name, and make bare my arm in the 
« eyes of all people. And I will proceed to do 
«© marvellous things upon the earth, which they 
ce will hardly believe when it is told them. 
« And all men ſhall know that I am the Lord.” 
At ſuch an intereſting period, who can ſay 
what we may yet live to ſce or to ſuffer? 
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Happy are thoſe wiſe obſervers of Providence, 
who by carefully improving paſt and preſent 
events, ſtand prepared to meet their God, in 
whatever future forms of judgment or mercy he 
may ſee fit to diſplay his glory. Sure I am, 
the awful uncertainty which enters into our proſ- 
pects, powerfully enforces a profound venera- 
tion of God, with whom there is no darkneſs 
at all—a devout acknowledgment of his over- 
ruling Providence, and our conſtant depend- 
ance upon it—a facred dread of offending him, 
and an ardent deſire of his friendſhip and pro- 
tection, as the only ſure ground upon which 
we can build our hopes of ſafety. Would to 
God that the inhabitants of every land, who 
have ſuffered under the diſcipline of his judg- 
ments, could be induced thus to ſeek an intereſt 
in his mercy! And would to God, that men 
of every claſs and deſcription among ourſelves, 
could be prevailed upon to unite, as our ſuperior 
advantages require we ſhould, to ſet before other 
nations, an example of repentance and reform- 
ation! Amidſt the eager conteſts which have 
ſo long continued to. agitate the nations of the 
earth, and in which we have been ſo deeply 
engaged, oh that Britons were animated, by a 
noble ambition, to take the lead of all other 
people, in ſubduing national fins, the ſad ſources 


of 
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of our common calamities! Such a conqueſt 
would contribute far more to our ſecurity and 
credit, than the moſt brilliant victorics we can 
obtain over our enemies. And may our bittereſt 
enemies themſelves, imitate our conduct, and 
ſeek with us, by deep repentance, the mercy 
of that great Being, whoſe diſpleaſure we can 
none of us bear. Then might we juſtly hope, 
that the dark cloud which has ſo long hung 
over the nations of the earth, and which has 
fallen ſo much more heavily upon ſome of 
them, than upon ourſelves, would be ſoon, and 
completely diſperſed. And then would the 
feelings of joy and gratitude we now expreſs 
for our late ſucceſſes, be improved into ani- 
mating ſongs of praiſe, for the bleſſings of a 
ſafe, a laſting, and an univerſal peace. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


iſt. FRom what has becn ſaid, we may infer, 
that thoſe perſons who neither rejoice in the 
good that is beſtowed upon their country, nor 
fear the evils which threaten it, fail egregioufly 
in their duty, are unworthy members of the 
community to which they belong, aad diſhanour 
the name of Britons ; whatever general bent vo- 


lence they may pratels to entertain. 
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The love of all mankind is, indeed, a noble 
and exalted paſſion; it aſſimilates us to God, 
and it ought particularly to animate every Chriſ- 
tian breaſt. But this paſhon ſurely does not 
preclude the love of thoſe with whom we are 
nearly connected, and whoſe intereſt is involved 
with our own, Nor can I conceive how it is 
poſſible that the former ſhould, really, poſſeſs a 
breaſt where the latter is wanting. | 


Our Saviour, whoſe benevolent feelings were 
certainly more diffuſive and diſintereſted than 
had ever been entertained by any other perſon, 
cdiſcovered ſtill a pecuhar affection to the loſt 
theep of the houſe of Iſrael. And St. Paul, 
whoſe heart was enlarged the moſt like his 
Maſter's, perhaps, among all the Apoſtles, yet 
expreſſes, even when writing to the Gentile con- 
verts at Rome, the ſingular concern which he 
felt for his brethren and kindred according to 
the fleſh, as he ſtiles the Ifraclites, “ for whom,” 
ſays he, (Rom. ix. 2.) © I have great heavineſs 
and continual forrow in my heart.” He 
adds, that he could even wiſh himſelf accurſed 
from Chriſt, for their ſake, or made an anathema, 
as he was, by ſuffering a like ignominious and 
accurſed death. Surely it 1s with an ill grace 
that any men pretend to a higher degree of 
3 | benevo- 
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benevolence, than we find in the example either 
of St. Paul, or his bleſſed Maſter, 


2. We may further infet, that thoſe perſons 
and nations can with little reaſon hope to enjoy 
a long continued ſcene of proſperity, who, in- 
ſtead of aſcribing their ſucceſs to God, and ſeek- 
ing his protection and bleſſing, caſt off his fear 
and worſhip, and grow vain and ſelt-confident. 
They may profper for a While, as Nebuchad- 
nezzar did ; but when they have accompliſhed 
the purpoſes for which Providence raiſed them, 
they ſhall be hunibled and puniſhed as he was, 
unleſs their timely repentance prevents it. 


3. Laſtly, it appears from what has been ſaid, 
how much we need, in all caſes, and in the 
preſent ſtate of our national affairs more eſpeci- 
ally, to unite our prayers with our praiſes. 


Great and valuable as the bleſſings are, which 
enliven our joy and gratitude, we have ſtill evils 
to fear, which the good Providence of God 
alone can avert; and we have further mercies 
to ſeek, which he only can diſpenſe. To him, 
therefore; in this day of national thankſgiving, 
let our hearts be devoutly directed: and let us 
beſeech him for all ranks and deſcriptions of 


men 
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men among us, for our governors and magiſ- 
trates, for miniſters and people, and for our- 


ſelves in particular, that we may each fulfil our 


reſpective duties, in the ſtations aſſigned us, and 
contribute every thing in our power to. advance 


the glory of his name, and the beſt intereſts of 


our country. Let us earneſtly pray, that the 
merciful interpoſitions of his Providence, in 
which we this day rejoice, may be the happy 
means of exciting, among all ranks of people, 
a. grateful ſenſe of their obligations to him; 
may lead them to break off their ſins by re- 
pentance, and engage them to return to-him with 
all their hearts; that ſo the mercies we now 
celebrate may prove the earneſts and ſpeedy 


forerunners of ſtill more important bleſſings. 


Let us deyoutly pray, that the wonderful 
changes which have already taken place, and the 
intereſting events which are ſtill opening upon 
our view, may all terminate in the ſpeedy and 
firm eſtabliſhment of that kingdom of truth and 
righteouſneſs in which all nations ſhall rejoice— 
a kingdom of which Chriſt .Jeſus is conſtituted 
the great Lord and Head: that Prince of the 
* King of the earth who hath loved us and 
« waſhed us from our fins in his blood; and 
« unto whom be glory for ever.” Such a pe- 
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riod, when theſe aſcriptions of praiſe ſhall be 
offered him by men of every tongue and nation, 
we firmly believe is faſt approaching; and con- 
ſidering the extraordinary aſpect of the times in 
which we live, and how nearly they anſwer to 
the deſcription which the ſpirit of propheſy has 


given us of the times which ſhall precede the 


general triumph of the Chriſtian Doctrine, - this 
moſt deſirable event ſhould ſeem to- be at no 
great diſtance. Popery is humbled to the duſt; 
and a much nearer and more extenſive commu- 
nication is opened among the nations of the 
earth for the ſpread of Chriſtian knowledge, 
even than that which was formed by the Roman 
Empire, and which ſo much favoured the firſt 
publication of it. With theſe encouragements, 
let us hope and pray for it's ſpeedy progreſs 
through the world. But at the ſame time let it 
be remembered that we are incompetent judges 
when or how this great event ſhall be accom- 
pliſned. Of one thing only we are certain, 
that it ſhall take place at it's appointed ſeaſon, 
and by ſuch means as ſhall fully diſplay the 
mighty power of God. In this confidence let 
every genuine Chriſtian rejoice : and, under it's 
animating influence, may all who bear that ho- 
nourable character, to whatever particular deno- 
4 mination 
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mination they belong, lay afide the little party 
conteſts and jeatouſies which divide them from 
one another, and white, as with ore heart, in 
their fervent prayers and endeavours to advance 
the credit and triumphs of the Chriſtian cauſe in 
the world. Let us particulafly pray that men 
of ſceptical principles and impious characters, 
in whatever exalted ftarions they are found, 
who ſet their mouth againſt the heavens, and 
whoſe tongue walketh through the earth, may 
be brought to a juſt ſenſe of their ſin and folly, 
and engaged to bow with humble reverence to 
his ſceptre, whom the Father hath ſet upon his 
holy hill of Zion, and thankfully to accept the 
offers of his grace. Atall events, and whatever 


it may coſt us, let us take this wiſe courſe our- 


ſelves, and be ambitious to maintain our fidelity 
unto death. 


Finally, athidſt all the occaſions of joy and 
ſorrow, of hope and fear, of prayer and praiſe, 
which we meet with in this mutable and con- 


tentious world, let us look continually towards, 


and moſt earneſtly deſire that we may be train- 
ing up, under the animating influence of the 
good ſpirit of God, to a growing meekneſs for 
that better ſtate, where perfect joy, like perfect 


love, 


1 1 
love, ſhall caſt out fear; and where the rage 


of paſſions and the tumults of war, with all the 
miſchie vous effects they produce among the 
degenerate children of men, ſhall be known 
no more; but a day of peace and ſecurity ſhall 
commence, that will ſuffer no interruption, and 
endure for ever. Amen. 


FINIS, 
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